
METHODOLOGY

Blue Survey

Ocean Literacy Baseline Assessment Purpose: To evaluate participants' knowledge and attitudes about ocean-
related topics before the training.

Method: Online survey conducted the week prior to the onsite event.

Framework: Based on the Blue Survey (Paredes et al., 2022).

Survey Structure

Total Questions: 34

17 Multiple choice – Ocean knowledge

5 Ranking – Personal interest in ocean topics

9 Ranking – Attitudes toward ocean sustainability

3 Ranking – Views on ocean use

Ocean-friendly behavior – Lifestyle and habits

 Participation : 33 respondents

 

Pilot 1 Training course, 25-28 March 2025

Duration: 3.5 days of immersive learning and collaboration

Participants: 53 individuals 18-30 y.o. from 27 countries; selected from 300 participants in online workshops on 6
continents
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WHY EMPOWER NEXT GENERATIONS ?
1. Ocean literacy gap 

Lack of awareness of the ocean’s role in climate regulation, biodiversity, human well-being 

Limited exposure to marine science & policy fields: marine biology, oceanography, international governance 

2. Youth participation in governance 

Youth feel excluded from decision-making processes 

Influence perceived as minimal beyond local levels 

Uncertainty about how to engage with policymakers and institutions 

3. Advocacy and  leadership skills 

Need for training in: communication, project management, coalition building 

Limited familiarity with key policy frameworks: UNFCCC, CBD, UNCLOS, High Seas Treaty, SDGs, EU Green
Deal 

4. Transnational ocean issues 

Ocean challenges require cross-border cooperation 

Engagement in global forums: UN COPs, UN Ocean Conferences, EU marine platforms 

 

Youth Ocean Advocacy and Leadership (YOLA) 

project aims to equip young people with the knowledge, skills, and networks to drive ocean conservation, climate
action, and sustainable development—locally and globally. 
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PILOT 1 RESULTS
Blue Survey key insights 

A. Ocean awareness and sustainability   

 

B.Sustainability attitudes 

Strong sense of personal responsibility 

Broad concern over human-caused ocean damage 

Ocean health seen as vital for human survival 

Shared responsibility: citizens & industries 

Sustainability prioritized over economic growth 
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CONSORTIUM & PARTNERS

YOLA Consortium 

Contact us

Guillaume LHEUREUX, Project Officer, Nausicaa, guillaume.lheureux@nausicaa.fr
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METHODOLOGY

Blue Survey

Ocean Literacy Baseline Assessment Purpose: To evaluate participants' knowledge and attitudes about ocean-
related topics before the training.

Method: Online survey conducted the week prior to the onsite event.

Framework: Based on the Blue Survey (Paredes et al., 2022).

Survey Structure

Total Questions: 34

17 Multiple choice – Ocean knowledge

5 Ranking – Personal interest in ocean topics

9 Ranking – Attitudes toward ocean sustainability

3 Ranking – Views on ocean use

Ocean-friendly behavior – Lifestyle and habits

 Participation : 33 respondents

 

Pilot 1 Training course, 25-28 March 2025

Duration: 3.5 days of immersive learning and collaboration

Participants: 53 individuals 18-30 y.o. from 27 countries; selected from 300 participants in online workshops on 6
continents
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FIELD EXPERIMENTATION 1 RESULTS
41 interventions in 12 side events Endorsement of the Citizen of the Ocean Manifesto by 44 organisations (1,6
million young people)

Facilitation of the Takeover of the Whale side event with the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Handover of the Manifesto to Peter Thomson, UN Special Envoy for the Ocean, Agnès Pannier-Runacher,
French Minister for Ecological Transition and Ana Elena Pinto Lizano, Ambassador of Costa Rica to France.

Manifesto included in the Nice Commitments for the Ocean offical report of the French government 

Participant feedback and assessment

Gained key knowledge on ocean governance and advocacy tools

Learned practical tips for impactful speeches and interviews

Benefited from a supportive space to connect, exchange & build confidence

Biggest challenges

Navigating the complexity of a large international conference

Ensuring youth voices were heard in key spaces

Overcoming doubts about legitimacy as young advocates

Lessons learned

Advocacy needs preparation, strategy & alliances

Networking & intergenerational dialogue are essential for inclusive solutions

Every voice can drive change when united for the ocean

Advice to future Young Ocean Advocates

Trust the value of your voice — it matters

Be well-prepared & informed

Build connections & collaborations

Speak with courage & authenticity, even without all the answers
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